CT House Bill 5004 Recap: CT Environmental Regulations

The Connecticut General Assembly is considering a new bill that mandates the
implementation of measures aimed at reducing carbon emissions and conserving energy.
The bill outlines specific actions that the state can undertake, summarized below:

—

Adopt specific GHG reduction goals and targets

N

Publish a report which identifies strategies to achieve GHG reduction goals

w

Require the state to consider zero-emissions energy or energy storage alternatives/
options before granting a permit for fossil-fueled generating capacity

4, Direct the Public Utility Regulatory Authority to open a docket looking at the use of
natural gas in relation to the state’s energy consumption

5. On the state’s website, publish the cost and sources of electricity, EV power source
info, and additional data about the state’s energy consumption

6. Give preference to applications that make significant investment in environmentally
sustainable practices, are in sectors of the economy such as renewable energy, energy
efficiency, and zero-emissions vehicles, or are sustainable farming operations

7. Identify business fees that can be waived for B Corps and farms

8.  Train the state’s workforce on clean energy solutions and develop a plan to transition
workers from fossil-fuel-based employment to clean economy jobs

9. Direct the state to submit a report on investments and assistance provided to
companies engaged in matters related to the mitigation of climate change

10. Expand energy storage programs

11.  Direct the state to develop and implement a plan for installing 310,000 residential
heat pump systems with a report on the status of implementation due January 2026

12.  Consider climate resiliency in municipal conservation and development plans
13. Develop a policy for environmentally sustainable purchasing

14. Develop a proposed plan for advancing nature-based solutions
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